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AFRAA and Tunisair ready to host the 6th Aviation  
Stakeholders Convention  

The African Airlines Association (AFRAA) 

and Tunisair are ready to stage the 2017 Con-

vention from 7-9 May in Hammamet—

Tunisia. 

 

Convened under the high patronage of the 

Ministry of Transport of the Republic of 

Tunisia, the Convention will bring together 

over 350 participants consisting mainly opera-

tors and service providers with the view to 

fostering dialogue, building sustainable net-

works in supply chain management, creating a 

competitive environment for business and 

ultimately improving the aviation support 

base in the continent.  

Issued by the African Airlines Association 

Representatives from AFRAA, USTDA and Sabre Consulting at the 

AFRAA headquarters in Nairobi - April 2017 

The United States Trade and Development Agency meets AFRAA and Sabre  

Consulting 

T 
he United States Trade and Devel-

opment Agency (USTDA) paid a 

familiarization visit to the African 

Airlines Association (AFRAA) on 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 where the team 

met the Secretariat Management and Sabre 

Consulting Representative, Mr. Gad Wavom-

ba at the AFRAA headquarters in Nairobi - 

Kenya. 

 

Led by Mr. Brandon Megorden, Country 

Manager for Sub-Saharan Africa, the UST-

DA delegation were apprised of AFRAA’s 

activities and projects aimed at the develop-

ment of the air transport industry in Africa. In 

particular, the meeting elaborated on the 

initiatives under AFRAA-Sabre partnership 

such as workshops, seminars and the Net 

Promoter Score study among others.  

 

The meeting further discussed areas of 

collaboration and support by the UST-

DA to the Association in line with its 

mission to advance economic develop-

ment in developing countries by 

providing grant funding and technical 

assistance to priority development 

projects in these emerging economies.   

Event sponsors 

http://www.agsusa.com/


R 
wandAir will be flying to 

Harare four times a week on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays. The 

coming on board of the airline is on the 

back of concerted efforts by the Civil 

Aviation Authority of Zimbabwe (CAAZ) 

to lure airlines that used to fly to Zimba-

bwe and new carriers. 

 

RwandAir flies to over 20 destinations 

across Africa. RwandAir becomes the 

second airline to introduce new flights to 

Zimbabwe. Last month, Africa’s biggest 

carrier, Ethiopian Airlines introduced 

flights between Addis Ababa and Victoria 

Falls.  

 

Issued by the African Airlines Association 

Kenyan Airways will introduce three 

weekly flights between Nairobi and Vic-

toria Falls in May 2017. Airlink will 

launch flights between Cape Town and 

Victoria Falls on July 2. Africa’s largest 

independent airline will fly daily except 

Saturdays. Source: Newsday 
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E 
gyptAir have selected SITA’s 

Airfare Insight to provide the 

airline visibility of its fares 

across all markets as well as 

the ability to deliver a competitive fare 

to its passengers.  

In an increasingly competitive environ-

ment, Airfare Insight, part of the Hori-

zon®portfolio, allows the airline to make 

rapid adjustments to fares and rules in 

response to market conditions. Using 

Airfare Insight, EgyptAir can monitor, 

accurately analyze the competitor land-

scape and quickly react to changes in the 

market with the right fare at the right 

time. 

The ability to manage its pricing globally 

is key to an airline such as EgyptAir, 

which has a strong network of routes 

throughout the Middle East, Africa, 

Europe, Asia as well as New York and 

Toronto, serving 70 destinations in 48 

countries.    

 

EgyptAir Holding Company’s Chair-

man and CEO, Safwat Mosallam, said: 

“In today’s competitive marketplace, 

pricing can change dramatically in a 

matter of hours. For EgyptAir it is vital 

that we understand what is happening 

in the market so that we can respond 

with accurate and competitive fares. 

Airfare Insight allows us to do just 

that.” 

 

Hani El-Assaad, SITA President, Mid-

dle East, India and Africa said: “Our 

focus at SITA is to ensure that we make 

air travel easy at every step. With Air-

fare Insight, we deliver technology that 

meets this promise by simplifying 

how airlines manage airfares, opti-

mizing their processes to improve 

their speed to market and delivering 

the most competitive fares availa-

ble.” Source: SITA 

Kenya Airways applies for direct flights to JFK Airport in US starting May  

EgyptAir chooses SITA Airfare Insight to manage fare pricing 

Photo: Kenya Airways 

RwandAir begins flights 

to Harare 

F 
lights from Nairobi to New 

York’s John F. Kennedy 

Airport will be launched in 

May 2017. This is after Ken-

ya Airways formally requested the US 

federal aviation department for a license 

to fly directly to the US. 

 

Kenya’s Transport Cabinet Secretary, 

Hon. James Macharia announced that 

the application was presented at the US 

Embassy in Nairobi. Kenya Airways 

aircraft and its crew will be rated and 

reviewed before the licence is issued. 

 

Hon. James Macharia said: “Getting 

Category One status was a milestone for 

Kenya since in Africa only South Africa, 

Senegal, Cape Verde and Ethiopia enjoy 

that status. Our inclusion means more 

business for airlines using the Jomo 

Kenyatta International Airport as a 

hub.”  

 

Hon. Macharia said the flights would 

give Nairobi increased human and cargo 

traffic, fresh cut flowers and clothes for 

export from Kenya. The Cabinet Secre-

tary said airlines running through Nai-

robi would also enjoy increased traffic 

as more people from African countries 

heading to the US or coming home 

would prefer using Nairobi, shortening 

the Kenya-US journey from 19 hours 

via Amsterdam to nine hours. 

 

 “Kenya invested billions of shillings to 

improve infrastructure at Jomo Kenyat-

ta airport from runways and perimeter 

wall. The departure and arrival termi-

nals were also separated and modern 

security equipment installed,” Hon. 

Macharia added. Source: nation.co.ke 

Photo: RwandAir Photo: EgyptAir 

http://www.aeroindustrialsales.com/#utm_source=AFRAA&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=GlobalReach&utm_term=04-2017


N 
ile Air announced a new 

partnership with Hahn Air 

Group from the first quarter 

of 2017. With this new inter-

mediate agreement, Nile Air guests can 

use over 100,000 travel agencies in over 

190 markets to book their flights on Nile 

Air and connect beyond to almost any 

point on the globe.  This agreement will 

provide Nile Air guests with unparalleled 

global access with more than 300 air, rail 

and shuttle partners. 

 

Mr. Ahmed Aly, Nile Air Chief Executive 

Officer said: “Nile Air is pleased to an-

nounce this new partnership with Hahn 

Air which reaffirms our commitment to 

providing our guests with a truly global 

network. Our goal is to reach a global 

audience with our services. With Hahn 

Air’s product, we found a flexible solution 

that can be easily expanded and aligned 

with our strategic outlook.” 

To issue tickets for Nile Air, travel agents 

can use the standard ticketing process on 

all major GDSs. Source: Nile Air 
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J 
eppesen, a Boeing Company, 

recently agreed to a five-year 

digital services agreement with 

Tunisair. Jeppesen will provide 

Tunisair with FliteDeck Pro electronic 

flight bag (EFB) on iPad, tailored chart-

ing services and OpsData aircraft perfor-

mance management tools. 

 

Captain Imed Harzallah,Director, Flight 

Operations Engineering, Tunisair said: 

“We look forward to integrating 

Jeppesen's leading navigation and opti-

mization services to increase our opera-

tional efficiency. In a competitive busi-

ness landscape, Jeppesen will deliver the 

proper tools for driving down costs, 

reducing pilot workload and accessing 

critical flight and operational data 

through its intuitive digital solutions.”   

 

Jeppesen OpsData will provide Tunisair 

with on demand aircraft performance 

analysis for their mixed Boeing and 

Airbus fleet to enhance flight efficien-

cy.    

Ola Lindblad, Director, Jeppesen Sales 

& Services – Middle East, Africa, Rus-

sia and Central Asia said: 

“Optimization of navigation and flight 

services operations will provide Tu-

nisair with an advantage in the market, 

using digital Jeppesen services. We are 

pleased to be working with Tunisair to 

eliminate paper-based flight materials, 

reduce fuel consumption and enhance 

bottom line results based on more 

efficient processes and data analysis.” 

Source: prnewswire.com 

Ethiopian Airlines signs codeshare agreement with Air Europa 

Air Seychelles launches flights to Düsseldorf 

Photo: Ethiopian Airlines 

Nile Air announces new 

partnership with Hahn Air  

E 
thiopian Airlines signed a 

codeshare agreement with Air 

Europa, taking effect as of 

April 2017. The new partner-

ship is a free sale codeshare agreement, 

thereby allowing the partner airlines 

access to each other’s network by creat-

ing smooth connection at their respective 

hubs. 

 

Mr. Busera Awel, Chief Commercial 

Officer Ethiopian Airlines, said: “We are 

pleased to optimize our collaboration 

with Air Europa through this instrumen-

tal code share agreement. As a customer 

focused airline, we always strive to meet 

our customer’s ever growing demand, 

availing critical connectivity options. 

This strategic collaboration will enable 

our esteemed customer’s reach multiple 

destinations in Europe through one 

point check-in at point of origin. Recip-

rocally, Ethiopian vast African network 

is an added advantage to customers of 

Air Europa; connecting 53 major cities 

in Africa with minimum layover at our 

Addis hub.” 

 

In another development Ethiopian Air-

lines announced that it has launched 

two new cargo routes to Europe:  Milan, 

Italy and Zaragoza, Spain as of April, 2 

and March 28, 2017 respectively. 

Group CEO Ethiopian Airlines, Mr. 

Tewolde GebreMariam, remarked: 

“With the largest and most modern 

dedicated Freighter fleet and the largest 

Cargo Network connecting African 

countries with their major trading part-

ners around the world, Ethiopian Cargo 

is contributing its own share in the fast 

and sustainable economic develop-

ment of Africa. Airfreight plays criti-

cal role in international trade and 

especially in the carriage of high value 

goods, temperature controlled cargo 

like flower, fruits and vegetables, 

pharmaceuticals, life science etc...” 

Source: Ethiopian Airlines     

Photo:  Afriqiyah 

A 
friqiyah Airways announced 

it conducted its first commer-

cial service to the eastern 

Libyan city of Benghazi on 

Monday, April 10. The move follows a 

declaration by the Libyan Civil Aviation 

Authority (LyCAA) last week reopening 

Benghazi to medevac and cargo flights. 

 

In a statement, the carrier said it had 

operated its first cargo service to Bengha-

zi four years after the outbreak of civil 

war. Service was onboard the carrier's 

only A300-600(F) and, according to 

Flightradar24 ADS-B data, was routed 

Tripoli Mitiga to Benghazi and onwards 

to Amman Queen Alia and return.  

 

Since 2013, Benghazi Benina Internation-

al Airport has been closed to all but diplo-

matic and military flights with occasional 

cargo flights ferrying in medical supplies 

and other equipment. Source: Ch-aviation 

Afriqiyah serves Benghazi 

for first time in four years 

Air Mauritius to start seasonal operations to Geneva 

A 
ir Mauritius announced that 

it will operate one direct 

weekly flight to Geneva 

during part of the Northern 

Winter period which corresponds to the 

peak season. The flight will be operated 

on Saturdays between 18 November to 

16 December 2017 and on Fridays be-

tween 22 December 2017 and 23 Febru-

ary 2018.  

 

Raja (Indradev) Buton – Air Mauritius 

Officer-in-Charge said: “The start of 

operations to Geneva will stimulate 

traffic from the Swiss market. The deci-

sion is in line with our strategy to rein-

force operations to Europe following the 

announcement earlier this year regard-

ing the introduction of Amsterdam. The 

flight will also cater for the higher de-

mand during the peak tourist season. In 

2016, the number of tourist arrivals from 

Switzerland grew by 18% to reach 

36,272.” 

During off-peak, Air Mauritius will 

continue to serve the Swiss market 

through the Paris Charles de Gaulle hub, 

which it serves in collaboration with 

airline partner, Air France. From 

Charles de Gaulle, Air Mauritius 

offers codeshare flights on Air France 

to more than 35 destinations in Eu-

rope including Geneva and Zurich. 

Source: Air Mauritius 

Photo: Nile Air 
Photo: Air Mauritius 

Photo: Tunisair 

South Africa as well as Antananarivo 

in the Indian Ocean.” Source: Air 

Seychelles 

one of the biggest sources of inbound 

tourism to our islands. Last year close to 

40,000 business and leisure travellers 

visited Seychelles, and this non-stop 

service will make their journey to our 

archipelago much more convenient, 

with well-timed evening departures and 

morning arrivals. In addition to captur-

ing point-to-point traffic between Sey-

chelles and Düsseldorf, we expect 

strong flows of travellers connecting 

through Mahé to our regional services to 

Mauritius, Durban and Johannesburg in 

A 
ir Seychelles, launched 

flights to the German city of 

Düsseldorf. The inaugural 

service, HM14, landed at 

Düsseldorf International Airport after a 

ten-hour overnight flight, where it was 

met by a traditional water-cannon salute. 

 

Mr. Roy Kinnear, CEO of Air Sey-

chelles, said: “We’re delighted to com-

mence twice-weekly flights to Düssel-

dorf in Germany, a strategically im-

portant market for Air Seychelles and 

Tunisair and Jeppesen sign Digital Services Agreement  

Photo:  Air Seychelles 



D 
uring the first quarter of 2017 

(1Q17), Embraer delivered 18 

jets to the commercial avia-

tion market across the U.S., 

Europe and China. In the business avia-

tion market, 15 aircraft were delivered in 

the same period, being 11 light jets and 4 

large jets. On March 31, 

Embraer’s firm order backlog totaled 

USD 19.2 billion.  

 

The quarter’s main highlight was the 

rollout followed by the first flight of an-

other member of the E2 family, ahead of 

schedule: the E195-E2, the largest aircraft 

of the family. The flight, originally sched-

uled for the second half of this year, took 

place on March 29, only three weeks after 

the aircraft presentation ceremony. 

Source: Embraer 
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P 
ratt & Whitney announced its 

new EngineWise service brand 

that illustrates the company's 

commitment to helping air-

lines and lessors run their businesses 

efficiently. 

 

Chris Calio, President, Pratt & Whitney 

Commercial Engines said: “Our En-

gineWise brand is all about sharing our 

engine expertise and fleet intelligence 

with Pratt & Whitney customers so they 

can optimize engine performance and 

keep their operations running smoothly. 

EngineWise better represents what we 

offer, and how we're evolving to im-

prove the predictability, reliability and 

health of our customers' fleets.” 

Source: pratt-whitney.com 

 

South African Airways awarded 4-Star ranking for 15 years in a row 

Pratt & Whitney launches EngineWise™ Service Brand 

Embraer delivers 18 Com-

mercial and 15 Executive 

Jets in 1Q17 S 
outh African Airways has been 

awarded 4-Star Skytrax rank-

ing, in both Business and Econ-

omy Class, for a 15th consecu-

tive year  

The SAA stations that were audited this 

year are: South Africa: OR Tambo Inter-

national Airport, Durban and Cape 

Town airports; regional – Mauritius and 

Namibia; international – Hong Kong, 

UK, and Sao Paulo – including SAA 

brand new Airbus A330-300 aircraft 

fleet. 

 

According to Zuks Ramasia, SAA Gen-

eral Manager Operations while com-

mending the hard work and commit-

ment of the airline staff said, “The 

South African Airways product and 

service standards continue to perform at 

a standard that is meeting 4-Star levels 

and this applies to long-haul, regional, 

and domestic flights.”   

 

The ranking was done by aviation ex-

perts Skytrax after detailed product and 

service standards audits throughout the 

airline, and included SAA’s new Airbus 

A330-300 aircraft. The process is not 

connected to any customer ratings. 

A 4-Star Airline rating signifies airlines 

providing a good standard of product 

and staff service across all travel cate-

gories, including cabin seating, safety 

standards, cabin cleanliness, comfort 

amenities, catering, tax-free sales, 

reading materials, in-flight entertain-

ment, and staff service. Source: engi-

neeringnews.co.za 

A 
TR and the Italian producer 

of aircraft interiors Geven 

signed a contract to equip the 

ATR -600 series aircraft with 

brand new passenger seats. Named Neo 

Classic and Neo Prestige, they have been 

specifically designed for ATR by the 

Italian designer Giugiaro and are present-

ed at this year’s Aircraft Interiors Expo, 

currently held in Hamburg, Germany. 

They will replace the current generation 

in new ATR -600s delivered from the 

first quarter of 2018. 

  

This contract affirms ATR’s continuing 

tradition of ensuring the highest standard 

of on-board comfort by offering the wid-

est intra-armrest space on the turboprop 

market: 18 inches for both the Neo Clas-

sic and Neo Prestige. In addition, the Neo 

Prestige can be reclined, has a larger tray 

table and a backrest which is 2 inches 

higher than the one of the Neo Classic. 

  

David Brigante, SVP Procurement, ATR 

said: “The quest to constantly improve 

our aircraft for both passengers and oper-

ators rests at the very heart of ATR’s 

ethos. These new passenger seats will 

further contribute to consolidating ATR’s 

position as a leader in terms of stylish 

comfort and modernity”. Source: ATR 

ATR signs contract with 

Geven for new passenger 

seats 

A 
SKY Airlines plans to ex-

tend its route network to 

Paris and Johannesburg from 

its home region of West 

Africa as the carrier seeks to increase 

passenger numbers and revenue. 

 

The airline plans to start direct flights 

between the French capital and its hub in 

Lome, the capital of Togo, this year or 

next, CEO Henok Teferra said in a 

phone interview last week. A Johannes-

burg service could be introduced by mid

-2017, while ASKY is also considering a 

route to Beirut, Lebanon. Passengers 

could travel from the new cities through 

Lome to the airline’s 23 other destina-

tions in West and Central Africa, includ-

ing Accra and Lagos. 

Mr. Teferra said: “Paris is among our 

priority destinations. There is significant 

traffic between France and francophone 

countries in west and central Africa.” 

 

The new routes will help ASKY Air-

lines grow and uses Lome’s Gnassingbe 

Eyadema airport as a stop off for trans-

atlantic routes to New York and Sao 

Paulo. Asky will become the second 

carrier after Air France-KLM to operate 

a direct Lome-Paris service. The airline 

is also adding sub-Saharan Africa 

routes, to Mauritania and Cape Verde. 

Demand for air travel in the region is 

rising alongside household incomes and 

economic growth, Teferra said. Asky 

will add to its eight-plane fleet this year 

through a lease of two Boeing 737-800s 

and aims to boost its number of pas-

sengers to 650,000 this year from 

almost 600,000 in 2016. The compa-

ny made its maiden profit in 2015, 

five years after starting up, and is 

upbeat about prospects this year, the 

CEO said. Source: bloomberg.com 

ASKY Airlines plans to commence routes to Europe 

Photo: South African airways 

Photo: ASKY 

B 
ombardier Commercial Air-

craft announced that Ilyushin 

Finance Co. (IFC) has con-

verted an option on one Q400 

aircraft to a firm order. The Moscow-

based leasing company, now with two 

Q400 on firm order, has successfully 

concluded a leasing agreement with 

Jambojet Limited (Jambojet) of Kenya 

for both aircraft. 

Jambojet is expected to take delivery of 

the first leased Q400 aircraft in May 

2017, and the second aircraft later this 

year. The delivery of these two aircraft 

will increase the fleet of Q Series turbo-

props in Africa to over 120 aircraft 

including about 70 Q400 aircraft. 

 

Mr. Willem Hondius, CEO of Jambojet 

said: “We are impressed with the level 

of professionalism that IFC exhibited 

Jambojet Selects Q400 for Fleet Renewal and Expansion 

throughout the process that led to this 

first agreement, and are delighted to 

have found a trusted and reliable partner 

to support our development plans. The 

Q400 aircraft’s performance has exceed-

ed our expectations on all fronts. With 

its low operating costs and best-in-class 

passenger experience, the Q400 turbo-

prop has helped us optimize and expand 

our operations and is undeniably the 

backbone of Jambojet’s growth strate-

gy.” 

 

Jean-Paul Boutibou Vice President, 

Sales, Middle-East and Africa at Bom-

bardier Commercial Aircraft said: “We 

are proud of the Q400 aircraft continued 

success in Africa. Jambojet’s operations 

illustrate the capabilities and qualities of 

the Q400 aircraft that make it uniquely 

suitable for the region. The Q400 is a 

valuable asset for owners and opera-

tors, and we are confident that IFC 

and Jambojet will find many more 

opportunities to mutually benefit 

from the aircraft’s outstanding eco-

nomics and performance.” 

Bombardier has recorded firm orders 

for a total of 573 Q400 aircraft. 

Source: Bombardier 

Photo: Bombardier 



G 
E Aviation has submitted a 

type certification request to 

the European Aviation Safety 

Agency (EASA) for GE’s first 

aerobatic turboprop engine. The new H 

Series Aerobatic engine model will fea-

ture the first Electronic Engine and Pro-

peller Control system (EEPC) in its class. 

EEPC will significantly reduce pilot 

workload and provide automatic limiting 

functions. With certification expected in 

2018, the H Series Aerobatic engine is 

tailored for leisure and training for light 

aircraft in the 550-850 SHP range. 

 

The GE H Series engine with the EEPC 

system received its type certification from 

EASA last December, followed by its 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

type certificate in March. The EEPC-

equipped H Series has already been select-

ed for four aircraft applications. 

Source: GE Aviation 
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T 
ravelport and Nesma Airlines 

have announced the signing of 

a new, multi-year, full content 

agreement. Nesma Airlines is 

headquartered in Cairo, Egypt and is a 

member of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-

bia’s Nesma Group. Nesma Airlines 

operates scheduled domestic flights 

AFSAC Receives TRAINAIR PLUS FULL MEMBER Accreditation from ICAO 

Travelport and Nesma Airlines announce new, long term agreement 

GE Aviation to certify new 

aerobatic turboprop H Se-

ries engine T 
unisian Academy for Civil 

Aviation Safety and Security 

Training-“AFSAC” has re-

ceived the international ac-

creditation from “ICAO” as a 

“TRAINAIR PLUS FULL MEMBER”. 

 

The accreditation certificate of full 

membership was delivered by ICAO to 

the Academy’s Chairman Mr. Hassen 

Seddik in a huge ceremony that took 

place at the Ethiopian Capitol “Addis 

Ababa” on Tuesday the 11th of April 

2017 attended by delegates from differ-

ent organizations, authorities, and re-

gional & international institutions spe-

cialized in Civil Aviation. 

 

This coronation is considered as an 

international accreditation from ICAO of 

AFSAC’s ability to conduct training in 

Civil Aviation Security & Safety, and to 

organize training programs in this field 

according to ICAO’s standards. 

 

Furthermore; Tunisian Academy for 

Civil Aviation Safety and Security 

Training-“AFSAC” is looking forward 

to receive the decision makers and the 

representatives of authorities, organiza-

tions, airports, and air transportation 

companies worldwide, plus to strength-

en its expertise and make use of the 

database available at ICAO in the area 

of programming, disposition, and train-

ing in all different activities of Civil 

Aviation. AFSAC 

 

AFSAC will be hosting Aircraft Inci-

dent and Accident Investigation course 

on 22 – 26 May, 2017 in Tunis at a 

cost of $1,550. The course which will 

be conducted in English, aims to shed 

more light on best industry practices 

on investigation techniques. For regis-

tration and further enquiries, please 

contact Mostafa Abdelaal: train-

ing@afsactunisie.com , +216 20 199 

950. 

R 
ockwell Collins announced it 

has successfully completed the 

acquisition of B/E Aerospace, 

a manufacturer of aircraft 

cabin interior products and services, for 

$8.6 billion in total consideration, includ-

ing debt assumed. Rockwell Collins now 

has nearly 30,000 employees and pro 

forma annual revenue in excess of $8 

billion based on calendar year 2016 re-

sults.  

Effective immediately, B/E Aerospace is 

rebranded Rockwell Collins. Werner 

Lieberherr, former B/E Aerospace Presi-

dent and CEO, now becomes Executive 

Vice President and Chief Operating Of-

ficer of Rockwell Collins’ newly created 

Interior Systems business. He reports to 

Kelly Ortberg, Chairman, President and 

CEO of Rockwell Collins. 

 

With the acquisition, Rockwell Collins 

expands its portfolio with a wide range of 

cabin interior products for commercial 

aircraft and business jets including seat-

ing, food and beverage preparation and 

storage equipment, lighting and oxygen 

systems, and modular galley and lavatory 

systems. This advances the company’s 

global growth strategy by expanding its 

previous focus on cockpit, cabin manage-

ment, communication and connectivity 

solutions, and diversifies its product 

portfolio and customer mix. Source: 

Rockwell Collins 

Boeing completes successful first flight of 737 MAX 9 

T 
he Boeing 737 MAX 9 com-

pleted its first flight in the 

skies above Puget Sound. The 

737 MAX program achieved 

the milestone on schedule, beginning a 

comprehensive flight-test program lead-

ing to certification and delivery. 

 

Boeing Commercial Airplanes President 

& CEO Kevin McAllister said: “The 

MAX 9's first flight is another milestone 

that continues the program's strong track 

record of progress. The MAX family of 

airplanes offers more value than any 

competitor and its strong market ac-

ceptance is reflected in over 3,700 air-

planes on order from 86 customers 

around the world.” 

The airplane completed a successful 2 

hour, 42-minute flight, taking off from 

Renton Field in Renton, Wash., at 

10:52 a.m. local time and landing at 

1:34 p.m. at Seattle's Boeing Field. 

Piloted by Boeing Test & Evaluation 

Capts. Christine Walsh and Ed Wilson, 

the airplane performed tests on flight 

controls, systems and handling quali-

ties. The MAX 9 will now undergo 

comprehensive flight testing before 

customer deliveries begin in 2018. 

 

The 737 MAX 9 is the second member 

of Boeing's industry leading 737 MAX 

family, with a maximum capacity of 

220 passengers and a range of 3,515 

nautical miles. 

The 737 MAX incorporates the latest 

technology CFM International LEAP-

1B engines, Advanced Technology 

winglets and other improvements to 

deliver the highest efficiency, reliabil-

ity and passenger comfort in the sin-

gle-aisle market. 

The 737 MAX is the fastest-selling 

airplane in Boeing history, accumulat-

ing more than 3,700 orders to date 

from 86 customers worldwide. 

Source: Boeing  

Airbus and SITA join forces to provide advanced cybersecurity services for the air 

transport industry 

A 
irbus and SITA have 

launched new Security Op-

erations Center Services 

customized for the specific 

needs of the air transport industry. These 

new incident detection services will 

provide airlines, airports and other air 

transport industry stakeholders with 

information about unusual cyber activity 

that may impact their businesses. 

These services have been developed to 

specifically meet an ever-increasing 

demand for cybersecurity in this indus-

try, fast becoming one of its top priori-

ties. Highlighting the importance of 

proactive cybersecurity, SITA’s Airline 

IT Trends Survey 2016 shows that 91% 

of airlines plan to invest in cybersecurity 

programs over the next three years. 

 

Barbara Dalibard, CEO of SITA, said: 

“As an industry we need to move faster 

in developing new cybersecurity solu-

tions that mitigate the risk of ever-

changing threats. This requires constant 

collaboration and innovation. With 

SITA and Airbus CyberSecurity unique-

ly placed at the heart of the air transport 

industry, we can facilitate innovation 

and information-sharing through ser-

vices such as the Security Operations 

Center Service, providing solutions our 

customers demand and need.” 

 

François Lavaste, Head of Airbus Cy-

berSecurity, said: “Air transport is part 

of the Airbus DNA, so it was only 

natural that we joined forces with 

SITA to adapt our innovative cyber 

security solutions to this new service 

area, which is experiencing exponen-

tial growth. Our standard solution 

mainly combines real-time monitor-

ing services for applications and 

communications dedicated to air 

transport and incident response ser-

vices.” Source: SITA 

within Saudi Arabia as well as interna-

tional regional flights.  

 

Philip Saunders, Vice President, Air 

Commerce, Europe, Middle East and 

Africa, Travelport said: “We’re delight-

ed to announce this new agreement 

with Nesma Airlines. We look forward 

to supporting the airline drive growth 

and connect to new travellers through 

the power of our unique platform.” 

Source: Travelport 

Rockwell Collins completes 

acquisition of B/E Aerospace 



A 
FRAA in conjunction with 

IATF Regional Training 

Program will be hosting the 

following courses that will be 

free for the African airlines: 

Airline Document Systems and Control 

(30 May – 2 July) in Nairobi, Kenya; 

Aviation Internal Audit (17 – 21 July) 

in Kaduna, Nigeria; 

Root Cause Analysis (11 – 15 Septem-

ber) in Kaduna, Nigeria 

Please be advised only a maximum of 2 

participants per airline, registration will be 

on first come first serve basis. For further 

information on registration, please contact 

Ms. Elin Bukhala on ebukhala@afraa.org  
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Issued by the African Airlines Association 

The AFRAA Bulletin is monthly publication by the African Airlines Association (AFRAA). Send articles or enquiries to:  mkahonge@afraa.org 

About AFRAA 

AFRAA, is a trade organization of Airlines from the member states of the African Union (AU) whose aim is to foster commercial and technical cooperation for 

airlines and represent their  common interest. Founded in Accra, Ghana in April, 1968, and  currently headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya, the Association members 

represent 83% of total intercontinental traffic carried by African Airlines. For more information, visit: www.afraa.org   

NB: Data is for all Passenger flights, both non-stop and flights with stops 

  African Airlines Other Carriers 

April 2017             

  flights seats 
% African 

Carriers 

flights seats % Other 

Carriers 

Intra Africa 93984 8,194,051 91.62% 4,135 749,700 8.38% 

Africa Europe 6,213 1,053,369 35.99% 9,173 1,873,677 64.01% 

Africa - N. America 317 90,079 75.60% 116 29,074 24.40% 

Africa - M. East 3,799 704,084 38.70% 4,652 1,115,037 61.30% 

Africa - Asia 866 226,509 87.52% 119 32,293 12.48% 

 105,179 10,268,092  18,195 3,799,781  

April 2016       

Intra Africa 81,364 7,775,922 95.91% 3,467 654,104 4.09% 

Africa Europe 5,779 952,354 41.05% 8,299 1,680,834 58.95% 

Africa - N. America 275 76,333 59.78% 185 43,332 40.22% 

Africa - M. East 3,613 640,482 44.94% 4,426 984,327 55.06% 

Africa - Asia 764 176,041 86.33% 121 32,763 13.67% 

TOTAL 91,795 9,621,132  16,498 3,395,360  

  April  2017 April 2016 

Source: AFRAA/OAG Source: AFRAA/OAG 

AFRICAN AIRLINES ASSOCIATION  

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT  

Position: Secretary General  

Duty Location: Nairobi, Kenya  

Application deadline: 22 May 2017  

 

The African Airlines Association (AFRAA) invites applications from suitably qualified and mature candidates for the posi-

tion of SECRETARY GENERAL (SG) to head its Secretariat located in Nairobi, Kenya. The SG serves as the Chief 

Executive Officer with responsibilities for the management and efficient running of the Secretariat.  

 

In this respect, he or she is responsible for the pursuit of the organization's mission and objectives, and for the related man-

agement of its programs and resources. Given his or her unique position, the SG fills several important roles on behalf of its 

members. The role reports to the AFRAA Executive Committee.  For further information, please visit www.afraa.org  

AFRAA Training: Registration for 

forthcoming courses 


